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세계한민족여성네트워크 (KOWIN)는 2001년 출범한 이래 명실상부한 한인
여성 네트워크의 중심으로 자리잡왔습니다. 미 동부 KOWIN 역시 지난 20년
간 지역 한인여성 사회의 연결 구심체로서 장학금 수여, 청소년 멘토링 등 지
역 내 나눔을 실천하고, 현지사회에 대한민국을 알리는 홍보 대사로서 활약해
온 것으로 알고 있습니다. 

리더십 컨퍼런스 행사는 2005년부터 이어온 행사로서, 미국 내에서 성공적
인 경력을 일궈낸 한인여성 리더들과 차세대 여성들이 서로 교류하고 미래 하
인여성 지도자를 발굴하고, 한인여성 리더들을 키워나가기 위한 이러한 노력
이 계속된다면, 세계 속의 한민족 여성의 위상이 높아지는 데 큰 도움이 되리
라 생각합니다. 

오늘 컨퍼런스의 주제는 “미래를 만들어가는 혁신적인 리더십" 입니다. 4차
산업혁명, 기후위기 등 급변하는 환경속에서 요구되는 미래 역량과 역할을 모
색해야 할 때입니다. 

오늘 컨퍼런스에 친환경, 의료혁신, 헬스케어, 리더십 등 다양한 분야에서 활
약하는 한인 여성분들이 모이는 만큼 변화하는 환경을 분석하고 차세대 리더
들의 역할에 대해 함께 고민해 보고 지혜를 모으는 뜻깊은 기회가 될 수 있으
리라 기대합니다. 

제12차 리더십 컨퍼런스가 많은 사람들이 모여 다양한 생각을 나누고, 교류하
는 풍성한 행사가 되기를 바랍니다. 

앞으로도 코윈 미동부 지역본부의 번영과 회원 여러분 보두의 건강과 행복을
기원합니다. 감사합니다. 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

여성가족부장관 직무대행 
차관  신영숙  

여성가족부장관 직무대행 차관
신 영 숙

Ministry of Gender Equality and Family
Republic of Korea
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Tammy Duckworth  
US Illinois Senator



CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

시카고총영사관
 총영사김정한



SPEAKERS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Karen Kim, MD, MS, Dean of Penn State College of Medicine
Speech Title: The Future of Asian Leadership

Lori Kim is a compassionate speaker, digital transformer and shepherd leader in daily training,
leading digital transformation and innovation as a Sr. Customer Success Account Manager at a
top technology company. Rooted in her Christian faith, Lori is committed to justice, service, and
empowerment, striving to inspire individuals to reach their full potential. She passionately
supports gifted education, STEAM, justice, mental health, and faith & work movement. Lori sees
serving others as her highest calling, using her skills, potential and influence to drive
transformational initiatives and empower others to realize their ideas, building a lasting legacy.

Lori Kim,  Sr. Customer Success Account Manager, Microsoft 
Speech Title: Power of Resilience to Drive Innovation and Impact

Kim is a nationally recognized leader in health disparities research, curricular innovation, and public policy. Her
research advances cancer health equity among marginalized populations. As founder and director of the Center for
Asian Health Equity, she promotes public policies for the inclusion of Asian Americans and underserved populations
in research.

Before joining Penn State, Kim was Vice Provost for Research at the University of Chicago, where she significantly
increased interdisciplinary research and funding success. She has expertise in community-based participatory
research, dissemination and implementation science, and minority health research. Kim is supported by the CDC, the
National Cancer Institute, and the National Institutes of Health. She leads Illinois’ colorectal cancer control program,
developing technology-based solutions for healthcare service gaps.

Kim is committed to civic engagement and has received the International Women’s Leadership Award, the Chicago
Foundation for Women Impact Award, and the Cancer Prevention Laurel for Increasing Health Equity. She is the
College’s first female dean and the only current Korean American woman to hold such a title nationally.

SESSION I: WOMEN FRONTIERS LEADING CHANGES

Gracia Lee, Group Leader, Hydrogen Business Development Team,
LOTTE Chemical Corporation, Korea
Speech Title: Global Trends of Green Energy Solutions

Gracia Lee is a Group Leader of Hydrogen Business Development Team at LOTTE Chemical
Corporation, Korea. She dedicates herself to promoting a clean hydrogen ecosystem to achieve
carbon neutrality. Her work involves the technical and business evaluation of hydrogen and
Power-to-X technologies and projects. Prior to Lotte Chemical, Lee had an extensive career
history with Hanwha Total Energies (formerly Samsung Total), POSCO, Korea Institute of Science
and Technology (KIST) & Hyundai Engineering & Construction. Throughout her career, Lee has
been involved in numerous R&D projects and business planning activities in the refining, coal
chemistry, and petrochemical industries. In recognition of her contributions, she was awarded
“The Women in Chemical Engineering Award” by the Korean Institute of Chemical Engineers in
2019. She holds a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from The University of Manchester (formerly
UMIST).

Karen Kim, MD, MS, was named dean at Penn State College of Medicine in 2023. As the
Dorothy Foehr Huck and J. Lloyd Huck Chair in Rural Health Research, she leads the
College’s education, research, and clinical missions. Kim focuses on enhancing
interdisciplinary collaboration across the College, Penn State Health, the University, and
its commonwealth campuses. As Physician in Chief, she shapes the academic health
system.
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Dr. Nam is the Medical Director of Inova Laboratories and the Inova Schar Cancer Center Lab in
northern Virginia. She also directs the Inova Fairfax Hospital School of Medical Laboratory
Science and the Inova Histotechnology Programs. Dr. Nam supervises system laboratory
standardization committees, participates in clinical utilization and quality improvement projects,
and has received the ASCP Choosing Wisely Champion Award and the IAMS Quality Award in
2019. With over 35 years in Anatomic and Clinical Pathology, she holds subspecialty boards in
Hematology and Blood Banking/Transfusion Medicine. Dr. Nam is involved in several non-profit
organizations and enjoys travel, music, art, and networking. She is a Cum Laude graduate of
Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea.
 

Myong Ho Lucy Nam, MD, Medical Director, Inova Laboratories & ISCI Laboratories
Speech Title: Innovative Leadership Amid Rapid Changes by COVID Pandemic

Eun-Ju Ryu, COO, Dong-A America Corp. & SVP of Dong-A ST
Speech Title: Cross-Border Collaboration on Global Health Innovation

Eun-Ju Ryu, COO of Dong-A America is a senior executive in the global Biopharma industry with
more than 30 years of experience including 15 years at Pfizer New York Headquarter. She is also
an adjunct professor at Dongguk University in Korea, and an author of the book “세계 뉴스 읽어주
는 뉴욕 약사”. In 2011, she received the Korea Minister of Health and Welfare Award for her
contribution to global collaboration, and her dedication to the local community earned her the
2019 NJ Bergen County's leadership award. She earned a BS in Pharmacy from Ewha Womans
University, MS in clinical pharmacy from Sookmyung Women's University, and an MBA from New
York University.

Juhyun Baek, Founder and Managing Director, BioBlossom
Speech Title: Cross-Border Collaboration on Global Health Innovation

Juhyun Baek is the founder and managing director of BioBlossom, where she leads the
development of an AI-powered biopharmaceutical business intelligence platform. Before
founding BioBlossom, she had an in-depth market research and strategy consulting career with
That's Nice and Bio Marketing Lab, as well as strategic product management expertise in diverse
therapeutic areas with Pfizer, Lundbeck, and LeoPharma. With her multidisciplinary background,
Juhyun is at the forefront of integrating artificial intelligence into biopharmaceutical business
development, setting new standards for business intelligence. She earned a Master in Business
Administration from the University of Michigan and a Bachelor of Science in Applied
Biochemistry from Seoul National University. She is a certified advanced scuba diver and loves
engaging in network events across innovative technologies.

SESSION II: NAVIGATING CHALLENGES AND SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES

SESSION III: YOU, THE LEADER! GROUP DISCUSSION BY INTERESTS

Group 1: Seeing Ourselves as Leaders
From convincing ourselves to convincing our colleagues
Group 2: The Art of Negotiation for Job Title & Promotion You Deserve
Ongoing negotiation of your compensation package
Group 3: Going out on Your Own
Starting up a business? Curiosity for learning and grit to begin with
Group 4: True Definition of Networking
How to build meaningful connections & support others to grow together
Group 5: Manual for the Graceful Aging
Sharing tips for how to grow wiser & healthier and glow beautiful in & out
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Grace Hong Duffin is the Vice President of Government and External Affairs at Comcast, where
she leads critical initiatives to enhance digital equity and access across diverse communities.
With over 25 years of distinguished experience in the public sector and nonprofit leadership,
Grace is a seasoned expert in advancing strategic vision and fostering impactful collaborations.
Before her current role at Comcast, Grace served as the CEO of the Kenneth Young Center.
There, she successfully drove efforts to improve mental health, youth, and senior services,
significantly expanding the center’s reach and effectiveness within the community. Grace holds
a law degree and a master’s degree in public administration, providing her with a strong
foundation in legal and public policy matters. Her approach to leadership is characterized by
compassion, collaboration, and a deep commitment to service. She excels in building
partnerships that leverage resources for greater community impact. Outside of her professional
endeavors, Grace is an avid hiker, dedicated volunteer, and mentor, reflecting her enduring
commitment to service and community engagement.

Grace Hong Duffin, Vice President of Government and External Affairs, Comcast
Speech Title: Ensemble Leadership: Navigating Challenges and Preparing for
Opportunities

Holly Kim, Treasurer, Lake County, State of Illinois 
Speech Title: Nurturing the Next Generation Women Leaders/Building Legacy

Holly Kim is the Treasurer of Lake County, known for her dedication to fiscal Responsibility and
transparency. As the first elected Korean American woman in the state of Illinois in 2013 as
village trustee, she has a decade of elected service in different government capacities. Holly has
implemented Innovative practices to improve efficiency and taxpayer services. She is
committed to community engagement, regularly hosting educational workshops and outreach
programs to inform residents about financial literacy. Outside of her professional Duties, Holly is
passionate about environmental sustainability and enjoys participating in local civic
organizations.

SESSION VI: FUTURE OF LEADERSHIP

KOWIN Chicago Scholarship
Committee: 

 
Co-Chair: Hyeryun Lee Park 
Co-Chair: Ji-Hye Kim
Members: Ansuk Jeong, Elizabeth
Adamczyk, Heeyoung Kim, Jinhwa Suh,
Joy Park, Myong Chung, Soo Yeon Lee,
Hyejin Kim, Sunae Ma  

KOWIN Chicago Eastern Region
Conference Planning Committee:  

Co-Chair: Myong Chung
Co-Chair: Irene Jiusn Sohn
Program Director: Hyeryun Lee Park 
Members: Ansuk Jeong, Helen Kim,
Jane H. Lee, Jane H. Park, Ji-Hye Kim,
Ransil Park, Sojung Lee Hong, Tracy
Lee, Hyejin Kim 

Jane H. Park, Attorney & Founding Partner of Mirae Law, LLC
Ji-Yeon Yuh, Professor at Northwestern University Department of History
Hyeryun Lee Park, President and CEO of HLP Alliance 
 
Won Sun Kim, Owner & Attorney at Law of Kim & Kim Law P.C.
Irene Jisun Sohn, Executive Director of Hanul Family Alliance 
Hyejin Kim, Assistant Professor at Rush University College of Nursing

Eunyoung Hur 

Emcees:         
 

Moderators: 

  
Instructor:      

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

KOWIN Chicago Eastern Region
Conference Fundraising
Committee:  

Chair: Myong Chung
Members: Helen Kim, Jane H. Lee,
Ransil Park 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

PLATINUM SPONSORS ($2,000 & MORE)

The Ministry of Gender Equality and Family of the Republic of Korea, 여성가족부
Hyeryun Lee Park, 제2대 코윈 미동부 담당관 

GOLD SPONSORS ($1,000 & MORE)

Anonymous
Heeyoug Kim State Farm Insurance Agency

Jane H. Park, 제 11대 코윈 미동부 담당관
Myong Chung

코윈 미동부 전임 담당관일동
 

SILVER SPONSORS ($500 & MORE)

BRONZE SPONSORS ($250 & MORE)

SUPPORTERS

Hyejin Kim
Justin Lee

Mary Shank 
Sojung Lee Hong

Sunae Ma

KOWIN Chicago Chapter is grateful to the generous donors for
their support of the 12th KOWIN US Eastern Region 

Leadership Conference. 

Korean American Pharmacists
Association of Chicago - Jane Lee,
PharmD BCACP
Soo Yeon Lee
Tracy Lee

Christina Yoo
Elizabeth Adamczky
Jungja Hurh
Kay Kihwa Roh

Bank of Hope 
Elizabeth Sun Yi
Esther Yang
Hanul Family Alliance
Irene Jisun Sohn
JInhwa Suh, 제4대 코윈 미동부 담당관

KOWIN New York Chapter
KOWIN Washington DC Chapter
Ransil Park, 제3대 코윈 미동부 담당관 
Song Nam Suk, 제5대 코윈 미동부 담당관 
Yang-Ro Yoon

Chicago Korean Women’s Foundation (CKWF) is a nonprofit foundation established by KOWIN Chicago to
promote educational, cultural, and charitable initiatives benefiting girls and women of Korean descent in

the United States and globally, with a special focus on poverty-stricken areas. The IRS tax-exempt number is
26–2073621, and your generous contribution is fully tax-deductible.



Congratulations on The 12th KOWIN US Eastern Region
Leadership Conference in Chicago 

And 
Thank you to KOWIN US Eastern Region members for your dedication and contributions in 

making our leadership conferences successful over the past 20 years!

방숙자, 초대 미동부지역 담당관
Sookja Bang, The 1st Regional Governor 

양정인, 제3대 미동부지역 담당관
Jungin Yang, the 3rd Regional Governor 

최성남, 제5대 미동부지역 담당관
Song Nam SUk, The 5th Regional Governor 

이정순, 제7대 미동부지역 담당관
Jung soon Lee, The 7th REgional Governor  

권현주, 제9대 미동부지역 담당관
Hyunjoo Kwon, The 9th Regional Governor

박현주, 제11대 미동부지역 답당관
Jane H. Park, The 11th Regional Governor

 

박이혜련, 제2대 미동부지역 담당관
Hyeryun Lee Park, The 2nd Regional Governor

서진화, 제4대 미동부지역 담당관
 Jinhwa Suh, The 4th Regional Governor 

남명호, 제6대 미동부지역 담당관 
Myong Ho Lucy Nam, The 6th Regional Governor

박란실, 제8대 미동부지역 담당관
Ransil park, The 9th Regional Governor

신수경, 제10대 미동부지역 담당관
Sue-Kyong Shin Vittas, The 10th Regional Governor

CELEBRATING 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
KOWIN US EASTERN REGION




